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February 1, 2016 

Matthew McKenzie 
26 N. Bond Street 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

RE: 6130 Lawyers Hill Road 
Elkridge, MD 

Mr. McKenzie: 

On January 15, 2016, the Howard County Health Department conducted percolation 
testing at 613 0 Lawyers Hill Road in search of a suitable sewage disposal area to serve 
the existing dwelling on the property. The dwelling is currently served by a cesspit 
possibly with an outfall pipe discharging on the neighboring property. 

A total of four test holes were evaluated, covering the full usable area of the property. 
The field notes from those tests are attached. All four holes failed conventional 
requirements due to very slow percolation through dense material. The Health 
Department is unable to design a replacement sewage disposal system on the property 
based on these test results. 

The potentially uninhabitable condition of the dwelling and the amount of time it has 
been vacant may render it ineligible for a sewage holding tank under COMAR 26.04.02. 
The Health Department and the Maryland Department of the Environment would have to 
approve an innovative sewage disposal system as well as an area for a future replacement 
system prior to approval of any building permit for the property. 

To initiate the process for approval of an innovative system on the property, you must 
hire a private consultant experienced in soil evaluation and innovative system design in 
the state of Maryland. They must submit a plan to the Health Department detailing their 
proposed soil evaluation and potential system design. They must coordinate with the 
Health Department and MDE prior to conducting soil evaluation. A detailed design plan 
based on that evaluation must then be submitted to the Health Department for approval. I 
have attached a list of several qualified consultants you may contact. 



If you have any questions, you may contact me at 410-313-1771 or 
jewilliams@howardcountymd.gov. 

~ 
Program Supervisor, Well & Septic Program 




